
June 3, 2019 

NY State Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
Room 907 Legislative Office Building 
Albany, NY 11247 
Scousins@nysenate.gov  
 
NY State Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie 
Room 932, Legislative Office Building 
Albany, NY 11247 
Speaker@nyassembly.gov   

Dear Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins and Speaker Heastie, 

As the leaders of some of the largest labor unions in the country, we are writing on behalf of our members 
and New York consumers to urge you to support S.3171-A (Krueger)/A.264-B (Cahill). This bill would 
strengthen our state’s current Surprise Hospital Bills Law by protecting patients from facing exorbitant 
costs for out-of-network emergency care, an issue that threatens to bankrupt working families. 

Beyond this financial suffering, high charges for emergency care could further hurt our members’ ability 
to fight for strong contracts. Every time union members go to the table to bargain a new contract, rising 
health costs force them to bargain more money just to maintain their health care benefits, leaving less 
money for wage increases or other improvements in benefits. These wages and benefits allow us to 
maintain strong, middle-class jobs for the New Yorkers who keep our state’s economy moving.  

We understand that hospitals need to set reasonable fees for their services. However, there is wide 
variation in the prices that we pay care at different hospitals.  And that variation can be even bigger when 
hospitals go out of network. We need to be able to establish a process to negotiate fair payments for 
excessive emergency care charges, which this bill would facilitate. New York State’s ground-breaking 
Surprise Hospital Bill law has already shown that this solution works. It was designed to contain costs 
from huge, unexpected out-of-network physician bills by creating an Informal Dispute Resolution 
mechanism, which a Yale study showed has succeeded in driving down out-of-network physician billing. 
S.3171-A/A.264-B would simply extend this solution to out-of-network emergency care charges, 
providing a means for containing costs for working families. 

As federal action on this issue appears on the horizon, New York State has an opportunity to continue to 
lead the way in improving healthcare accessibility and affordability for our communities and setting a 
national standard. Join us in supporting this bill.   

Sincerely, 
 
Hector Figueroa 
President, 32BJ SEIU  
 
Henry Garrido 
District Council 37 (DC37) 
 
Michael Mulgrew 
President, United Federation of Teachers (UFT) 
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Danny Donahue 
Civil Service Employees Association (CSEA) 
 
CC: 
 
Senator Liz Krueger, Bill Sponsor 
Senator Gustavo Rivera, Health Committee Chair 
Senator Neil Breslin, Insurance Committee Chair 
Senator Jamaal Bailey, Codes Committee Chair 
Assembly Member Kevin Cahill, Bill Sponsor & Insurance Committee Chair 
Assembly Member Dick Gottfried, Health Committee Chair 
Assembly Member Joe Lentol, Codes Committee Chair 


